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Vada Francis Sutton, a dedicated public servant, a beloved sister and aunt, and a

cherished member of the Bell County community, passed away peacefully on February

28, 2025, at the age of 90. Born on June 23,1934 in Cedar Knob, Texas to Nallie and

Cora Mae Sutton, she lived a life marked by unwavering commitment and deep

connection to those around her.
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For an extraordinary 52 years Vada served the residents of Bell County in many

different positions of county government. She started her career in the Bell County

District Attorney’s office, she was a court reporter, the administrative assistant to many

County Judges until being elected by a record setting 98% of the vote to the office of

Bell County Clerk. Generations of Bell County residents knew her as the constant

reliable presence, source of knowledge, and beacon of helpfulness. She had a way of

making you feel that you had her undivided attention to help with your problems no

matter who you were. She was honest, fair, and just and believed the law was the same

for everyone.

Vada was a graduate of Salado High School and an alumnus of Mary Hardin-Baylor

College. While attending Salado High School she was a member of the state winning

basketball team. Outside of her office, Vada had many accomplishments. She helped

found the Bell County Historical Society where she served many years on the board of

directors. She was a 50+ year member of the Daughters of the American Revolution

and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. She served on local state and national

committees for both organizations. She served on the Bell County Bail Bond Board. She

was a lifelong Democrat and the last elected Democrat official in Bell County. When

interviewed and asked when she was going to switch parties like all the other Bell

County officials, she replied when hell freezes over. Vada was a lifelong member of the

Belton Church of Christ. Her accomplishments are too many to list. She will be sorely

missed by her family and friends.

She is survived by her sister, Zelda Sutton Allen, and her niece and constant

companion, Amanda Allen, both from Belton, Texas; two nephews, Beauford Lackey

Jr., and Lee Lackey Sr., both from Pendleton, Texas; many great nieces and nephews;

great great nieces and nephews; and many, many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Nallie and Cora Mae Sutton of Belton,

Texas, and sister, Edna Arlee Sutton Lackey of Pendleton, Texas.
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Vada was truly one of kind and cannot be replaced. Like the bumper sticker said, “I

don’t know ask Vada.”

Visitation will be Friday, March 14, 2025, from 6 to 8 pm at Harper-Talasek Funeral

Home in Belton, Texas. Funeral services will be held Saturday, March 15, 2025, at 10

am at Belton Church of Christ, followed by graveside services at the Pleasant Hill

Cemetery in Nolanville, Texas.
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Letter to
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Lelters to the editor arethe
op n ons oi the writers.

ToniSh I learned a lesend i,r
Bell Counly has passed a$,ali

\hda Sunon, ase 90. deloted
52 yeds oI her ]ift, beginning
employmcnt ar rhe ) outs age oJ
t 8. Wlrat a lifc ofserice
I'm not drcllv sue rlhen hv

husband lohn ;rel Vada but i
renrember \elt {hen I met her
shonb afie. .lolrn \as etected
coufty Judge in 1979. He qas
Iucly to inhdt ler as his ad,
miiristntire assisranr. As soon
as I nel he.. I knc$ John s&s
in gmd hrnds. Vada \.s a sea-
soned vereran of all thjnss Betl

Oh ho$ she lov€d rlis countv.
so thel already sharcit tltis com-
monalit]: Fra..kl)l if Join was
here loday, he would sav Va,li
did much of lhe runnirrs of rhe

Shc took both of lA urder her
\aing as she led lls inro the slvins
of fie lhen enrenchcd Demo:
cratic Pa!v. Oh, whar a. abun-
danc! of knowledee she hetd in
th,at brillidt mind.

Vada knew how to get rhinss
done irnd done well. She krtu.
the dglrr pc,oDie rhe las,. and
where all the bodies were buied
ald she had a wicked scrse of
humor wirh a lne histon: \hich
John absolutely loved.

An.l she ioled him, loved his
scrse ofhumor a tikehelseli:
knc$ he lo\ed rhi. !uLm$ the\
s.rled hand I hsd. oddid
Gloria Rnmos into re rifech
and ihinss $ere accomDtishet
in rhis count]- like ne!e.-before.
About John's drnd tean thal
\hda decidea thal she safted 10
step up and run for Bell Countl
ClerL J e\(n nrore perrbd !G
siriun for her Be I Counh {.f
blessed to hale here. \Ve uqe
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I $.as out of rhe counlry
when I was saddened to leam
ofthe passing ofmy friend and
Betl County colleague, retired
Counlv Clerk Vada Sunon.
Vada md I scned logerher
tiom 1999 to her ret;ement in
2005.

Though I !asthe firsr Repub-
licd to se.re as Bell County
judge (1999-2018) md she
lvas a staunch Democrat, poli-
tics was never ar issue. Vada
was frn to work rlilh and al,
ways suppodlve in doing what
$.as best lor Bell Couf,t_!.
For 52 years she was in-

lolved in eyery aspect of
counry gorernment! f.om
eiections 10 records m aSe-
ment to historicrl preservation
1l] name a few Vada dedic.led
her lile as a public servanr to
the cilizcns of Beli Counry and
set the st dard on whal pub-
lic senicc meanl. Vada was a
legend not only in Bell County
but throughout Texas.

With her service. her guid-
ance, and he. wisdom. she w6
an irspiration to Lrs all. A great
lad), a sreal public se.vanr,
she lvill be sreatly missed.

Jon Burrows
Iemple


